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First Action on the IVIerits 



1 . Claims 1-16 of U.S. Application 09/829,623 filed on 4/10/2001 are presented for 
examination. 

Quotations of U.S. Code Title 35 

2. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making 
and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 2 1 (2) of such treaty in the English language. 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. Claims 1-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 
5,933,811 ("Angles"). 
Regarding claim 1 

Angles teaches an information providing method for a network, for providing, via a network, 
content that constitutes an entire body of information based on conditions that are defined in 
advance, comprising the steps of 

generating a finite number of intermediate contents for content that corresponds to an 
entire body of information (see col. 18 lines 63-66, "The advertisement provider computer 18 
processes the consumer preferences and select an appropriate advertisement from the 
advertisement database". Here, the advertisement provider is supplying a customized or finite 
number of advertisement information from the entire advertisement database.); 

selecting at least one of said intermediate contents and providing information at a 
selected level (see col. 8 lines 58-61, "The advertisement provider computer 18 selects an 
appropriate advertisement based on the consumer's profile and then sends the customized 
advertisement 30 to the consumer computer 12"). 
Regarding claim 2 

Angles further teaches wherein information contained in said content is employed as said 
intermediate content (see col. 5 lines 30-32, "the customized advertisements are generated by an 
advertisement provider computer whenever a consumer accesses a content provider website". 
The advertisement provider is providing information intermediately based on the interaction 
between the consumer and the content provider website.). 
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Regarding claim 3 

Angles further teaches wherein information obtained by changing at least a part of said 
information included in said content is employed as said intermediate content (see example of 
col 15 lines 35-39, "one version of an advertisement can be directed to selling fruit juice to 
children. Other versions of the advertisement, can be directed to selling the same fruit juice to 
teenagers, adults, or different demographic groups". Here, the information has been changed 
appropriately.). 
Regarding claim 4 

Angles further teaches wherein a condition determined in accordance with a request from a user 
is defined as said condition that is defined in advance (see col. 14 lines 19-22, "The demographic 
data can contain a wide variety of information, including, but not limited to, age, sex, income, 
career, interests, hobbies, consumer preferences". The advertisement provider uses the 
demographic data as a condition for providing customized advertise information that defined in 
advance by the consumer.). 
Regarding claim 5 

Angles further teaches wherein an intermediate content is selected at a level that corresponds to 
said condition determined in accordance with said request from said user (see col. 8 Hnes 47-49, 
"the consumer computer executes the advertisement request 26 and established communications 
link with the advertisement provider computer 18", and col. 8 lines 58-61, "The advertisement 
provider computer 18 selects an appropriate advertisement based on the consumer's profile and 
then sends the customized advertisement 30 to the consumer computer 12"). 
Regarding claim 6 
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Angles further teaches wherein a condition for reducing or increasing the amount of information 
in said content is defined as said condition that is defined in advance (see col. 14 lines 19-24, 
"The demographic data can contain a wide variety of information, including, but not limited to, 
age, sex, income, career, interests, hobbies, consumer preferences, the account number of the 
consumer's Internet provider, other account information, etc." Similar to the rejection of claim 4 
above, the condition is defined in advance by the user. Furthermore, a condition for reducing or 
increasing the amount of information to be provide to the consumer are inherently according to 
the level of detail given by the consumer during registration.). 
Regarding claim 7 

Angles further teaches wherein a condition for extracting an information type that represents 
said content is employed as said condition determined in advance (similar to the rejection of 
claim 6 above, the type of information is provided changes based on the information provided by 
the consumer during registration.). 
Regarding claim 8 

Angles further teaches wherein price information is provided for said contents, and 
compensation information based on said price information is provided for each of said 
intermediate contents at said levels that are generated (see col 16 lines 31-34, "the invention 
can pay an Internet provider 34 based on the number of advertisements viewed by its consumers. 
The Internet providers 34 can then use this advertising revenue to reduce consumer access 
fees". The consumer is compensated for looking at the advertisement based on how much 
Internet provider gets paid from the advertisers.). 
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Regarding claim 9 

Angles teaches an information providing apparatus comprising: 

storage means for storing content that constitutes an entire body of information (see fig. 
4; also see col 15 lines 33-35, "the advertisement database 700 contains numerous 
advertisements which have been designed for different types of consumers") ; 

connection means for connecting said content to a network so as to provide said content 
(see fig. 4; also see col. 16 lines 53-55, "The data flow sequence for the customized 
advertisement processing is illustrated with events C through F". Data flow F of fig. 4 provides 
content to the consumer via a network medium.); 

generation means for, based on a condition determined in advance, generating 
intermediate contents at a finite number of levels relative to said content (see col. 18 lines 63-66, 
"The advertisement provider computer 18 processes the consumer preferences and select an 
appropriate advertisement from the advertisement database". Here, the advertisement 
provider is supplying a customized or finite number of advertisement information fi:*om the entire 
advertisement database.); and 

output means for selecting and outputting at least one of said intermediate contents (see 
col. 8 lines 58-61, "The advertisement provider computer 18 selects an appropriate advertisement 
based on the consumer's profile and then sends the customized advertisement 30 to the 
consumer computer 12"). 
Regarding claim 10 

Angles further teaches wherein said generation means employs information included in said 
content to generate intermediate contents at a finite number of levels (see col. 18 Unes 63-66, 
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"The advertisement provider computer 18 processes the consumer preferences and select an 
appropriate advertisement from the advertisement database". Here, the advertisement 
provider is supplying a customized or finite number of advertisement information from the entire 
advertisement database.)- 
Regarding claim 11 

Angles fiirther teaches wherein said generation means employs information obtained by 
changing at least a part of the information included in said content to generate intermediate 
contents at a finite number of levels (see example of col. 15 lines 35-39, "one version of an 
advertisement can be directed to selling fruit juice to children. Other versions of the 
advertisement, can be directed to selling the same fruit juice to teenagers, adults, or different 
demographic groups". Here, the information has been changed appropriately.). 
Regarding claim 12 
Angles fixrther teaches 

wherein said generation means includes input means for receiving a request from said 
user (see col. 8 Hnes 47-49, "the consumer computer executes the advertisement request 26 and 
established communications link with the advertisement provider computer 1 8"), and 

a condition designated in accordance with said request is employed as said condition 
determined in advance (see col. 14 lines 19-24, "The demographic data can contain a wide 
variety of information, including, but not hmited to, age, sex, income, career, interests, hobbies, 
consumer preferences, the account number of the consumer's Internet provider, other account 
information, etc." Similar to the rejection of claim 4 above, the condition is defined in advance 
by the user. Furthermore, a condition for reducing or increasing the amount of information to be 
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provide to the consumer are inherently according to the level of detail given by the consumer 
during registration.). 
Regarding claim 13 

Angles further teaches wherein said output means selects an intermediate content at a level that 
corresponds to said condition designated in accordance with said request from said user (see 
col. 8 lines 47-49, "the consumer computer executes the advertisement request 26 and 
established communications link with the advertisement provider computer 18", and col. 8 lines 
58-61, "The advertisement provider computer 18 selects an appropriate advertisement based on 
the consumer's profile and then sends the customized advertisement 30 to the consumer 
computer 12"). 
Regarding claim 14 

Angles further teaches wherein said generation means generates said intermediate contents by 
defining, as said condition determined in advance, a reduction or an increase in the amount of 
information contained by said content (see col. 14 lines 19-22, "The demographic data can 
contain a wide variety of information, including, but not limited to, age, sex, income, career, 
interests, hobbies, consumer preferences". The advertisement provider uses the demographic 
data as a condition for providing customized advertise information that defined in advance by the 
consumer. Furthermore, a condition for reducing or increasing the amount of information to be 
provide to the consumer are inherently according to the level of detail given by the consumer 
during registration.). 
Regarding claim 15 

Angles further teaches wherein said generation means generates said intermediate contents by 
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defining, as said condition determined in advance, extraction of an information type that 
represents said content (see col. 14 lines 19-24, "The demographic data can contain a wide 
variety of information, including, but not limited to, age, sex, income, career, interests, hobbies, 
consumer preferences, the account number of the consumer's Internet provider, other account 
information, etc." Similar to the rejection of claim 4 above, the condition is defined in advance 
by the user. Furthermore, the type of information is provided changes based on the information 
provided by the consumer during registration.). 
Regarding claim 16 

Angles further teaches price storage means for storing said content in correlation of with price 
information; and compensation means for providing compensation information that is based on 
said price information for each of said intermediate contents at said levels that are generated 
(see col. 16 lines 3 1-34, "the invention can pay an Internet provider 34 based on the number of 
advertisements viewed by its consumers. The Internet providers 34 can then use this advertising 
revenue to reduce consumer access fees". The consumer is compensated for looking at the 
advertisement based on how much Internet provider gets paid from the advertisers,). 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to examiner Thomas Pham; whose telephone number is (703) 305-7587 or the new number 
(571) 272-3689 beginning Oct. 13^ 2004, Monday - Friday from 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM EST or contact 
Supervisor Mr. Anthony Knight at (703) 308-3179 (or (571) 272-3687 starting Oct. 13^ 2004). 

Any response to this office action should be mailed to: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. 
Box 1450, Alexandria VA 22313-1450. Responses may also be faxed to the ofiRcial fax 
number (703) 872- 9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Patent Examiner 
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